
ALBEMARLE 360 EX
Launched on the big stage at this past Miami boat show,

Albemarle’s new 2006-1/2 360EX is sure to be at the top of
many northeast canyon crews’ wish list.

FIRST LOOK
I had the unique opportunity to get a guided tour of this

elegant sportfisher from Albemarle’s VP Carol Ricketts. Carol
has been helping to steer the course of this successful North
Carolina boatbuilder for over 15 years and really knows her
boats and was able to provide a detailed executive summary
of the new 360XF’s major systems.According to Carol, this
blue-water chariot was put on the fast track by the Don
Blount design team, going from concept/design to execution
in only 12 months.The fact that Albemarle is part of
Brunswick’s “Hatteras Collection”, which include other stal-
wart names like Hatteras and recently acquired Cabo Yachts,
provides some added corporate muscle to pull this off with a
high degree of success.

The cockpit of the 360XF is all business and a dream for
blue-water crews who focus on big game pelagic species. It
offers a spacious fish-fighting arena that measures 137 inches
wide by 103 inches long, which translates to 98 square feet of
totally clear cockpit space with a thigh-high 31 inches of
cockpit depth to support angler and crew when bringing a
large fish to boatside.There’s a 20-inch wide tuna door set in
the starboard transom corner to slide your keepers onboard
with a minimum of effort.When it’s time to ice down your
catch, this sportfisher is equipped with a pair of convenient
insulated fish boxes, with a roomy 56-gallon bin that measures
57 inches wide by 12 inches long by 21 inches deep built-in
to the transom cap with a handy overboard drain, plus a lift-
out 57-gallon box set under the aft sole that dumps the ice
and gurry overboard via a macerator pump-out.A byproduct
of removing this fish box is easy access to the running gear.
Working forward to the raised bridge deck, there’s a fiber-

glass module to the port side of the steps that houses a 24-
gallon recirculating livewell above, with a stowage cabinet for
your tackle and gear down below. On the starboard side of
the steps, there’s a freshwater sink fed by a huge 95-gallon
tank, four pull-out tackle drawers down under, plus a freez-
er/cooler area for your baits. Four flush-mount gunwale rod-
holders are standard (You will definitely need to add a few
more here.) with two vertical tower rodholders per side, plus
a six-pack rocket launcher overhead.

Stepping up to the raised bridge deck, the center-mounted
helm offers excellent visibility of the ocean before you, with
plenty of seating for the crew, courtesy of a bench seat to
port and an L-shaped lounge to starboard. Each of these
roomy seating areas offers dry stowage underneath.The helm
features a pair of comfy cushioned pedestal seats manufac-
tured by Release Marine. If you are an electronics freak, no
problem, as the Albemarle’s helm area offers a spacious 47-
inch wide by 12-inch high fiberglass panel set just above the
stainless steel steering wheel to flush-mount your favorite
array of 10.4-inch and 12-inch LCD control screens. Stepping
down a 21-1/2-inch wide companionway into the cabin,
there’s a full 7 feet of standing headroom, sleeping for four
adults, plus a fully functional galley and standup head.

HIGH PERFORMANCE
Rigged with a pair of the optional 575-horsepower

Caterpillar C9A diesels swinging four-blade 24 x 35 Nibral
props via 1.73:1 reduction gears, this Carolina girl hit a top
speed of 35 knots (40 mph) at wide open throttle (2,500
rpm) with full fuel and a crew of five aboard. Backing the
throttles off just a bit to only 2 grand, the Albemarle 360XF
will really get up and go, providing an effortless cruising speed
of 27 knots (31.3 mph) at only 32 gallons per hour, for a net
of 0.97 mpg statute and 0.85 nautical miles per gallon of fuel.
Factor in the big girl’s very generous 595-gallon fuel capacity
and your realistic cruising range will approach 430 nautical
miles.Translated, there aren’t too many canyons in the north-
east that you couldn’t reach and do extended overnighters at
given favorable weather conditions. Plus this Albemarle’s deep
vee entry angle, substantial beef (25,000-pound displacement
dry) and wide beam (13 feet, 11 inches) will get you out
there and back with good performance and comfort grades.

The standard features list on this sweet sportfisher are a
nautical mile long, but include such notable items such as
hydraulic steering and trim tabs, a 10-gallon hot water heater,

ALBEMARLE 360 EX
Specifications:
Length- 36 feet, 3 inches (38 feet, 6 inches with pulpit)
Beam- 13 feet, 11 inches
Weight- 25,000 pounds
Deadrise Aft- 16-1/2 degrees
Draft- 4 feet
Fuel Capacity- 595 gallons
Water capacity- 95 gallons
Max Power- Twin Cat C9A 575-horsepower diesels

NEW JERSEY DEALERS:
South Jersey Yacht Sales at South Jersey Marina
1231 Route 109, Cape May, NJ 08204 • 609-884-1600
South Jersey Yacht Sales at Canyon Club Resort Marina  
900 Ocean Drive, Cape May, NJ 08204 • 609-884-0880
South Jersey Yacht Sales At Arnold’s Yacht Basin  
1668 Beaver Dam Rd, Pt. Pleasant, NJ 08742 • 732-899-9666
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and lake is seeing plenty of pickerel and
the chainsides are raising the devil with
bass and panfishermen.

In addition Lou mentioned that there
is still some decent trout fishing in the
Maurice River, however, now that the
state is done stocking most waters in
the lower part of the state, many
fishermen are turning their attentions
elsewhere.

PENNSYLVANIA
In Bucks County the Delaware Canal

got its last trout stocking on
Wednesday and trout fishing was
reported as fair at best. Lake Galena,
Lake Towhee, Robins Run and the Falls
Township Park Pond are seeing a mix of
panfish and bass, while Lake
Nockamixon and Lake Luxumburg are
producing some bass and crappie. The
Neshaminy Creek cleared up over the
weekend and is giving up a mix of trout,
smallies and panfish, mostly on
minnows and grubs.

From the Poconos I’m still getting

reports of decent trout fishing in the
Little Lehigh, Bushkill and Antietem
Creeks. Walleye, hybrid bass and
smallies are being caught in Lake
Wallenpaupack, while Peck’s Pond,
Promised Land Lake and Lake Minisink
are seeing some good catch and release
bass action, along with a mix of pickerel
and panfish.

Lake Ontelaunee is providing some
good panfishing for crappie and perch in
the late afternoons on jig-plasticbait
combinations.

engine synchronizers, engine-driven emergency bilge pump,
electronic single engine lever controls, stainless steel struts
and rudders, a trio of auto/manual bilge pumps, 50A dockside
service with 50-foot power cord, 9kW freshwater-cooled
diesel generator, battery charger, bonded electrical system,
automatic Halon fire protection, gel coated bilge area, tran-
som door and much more.

Rigged with the optional 575-horsepower Cat diesels and
a Bosch American tuna tower, the MSRP for this blue-water
fishing machine is $511K.The Albemarle 360XF has a lot to
offer to those crews looking for a go-fast, go-in-comfort, go-
anywhere type of mid-30s blue-water express. For more
information, call Albemarle Boats at 252-482-7423, or visit
them at www.albemarleboats.com.
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The following events are open to the public. It’s best to
call ahead whenever possible to verify times, dates, admis-
sion and location. To list your club meeting, event or
upcoming tournament, mail four weeks in advance to
Events Calendar, C/O The Fisherman, 1622 Beaver Dam
Rd., Pt. Pleasant, NJ 08742, fax at 732-295-4162 or email
jhutchinson@thefisherman.com.

CLUB MEETINGS
May 18. South Jersey Coastal Fly Anglers. Meets

third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Bay Center, 520
Bay Avenue in Ocean City.Visit www.southjerseycoastalflyan-
glers.com.

May 18. Five Alive Bassmasters. Meets third Thursday
every month at the Jackson VFW 8 p.m.Visit www.fivealive-
bassmasters.com or call Dave Burket 732-363-8653.

May 18. Round Valley Trout Association. RVTA
meetings held on third Thursday of the month at the
American Legion Hall, Route 22 East & Ridge Road in
Whitehouse. Visit www.fishingrvta.com.

May 22. Absecon Saltwater Sportsmen. Meets sec-
ond and fourth Monday of every month at 8 p.m. at the
American Legion Hall on New Jersey Avenue in Absecon. Call
Jim at 609-748-8208.

June 1. Fish Hawks Monthly Meeting. Meets at 7:30
p.m. on the first Thursday of each month at the Lacey Elk’s
Lodge, Beach Blvd. in Forked River. Call 609-971-1535 or
visit www.fishhawksnj.com.

June 1. Berkeley Striper Club. Meetings are first
Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at Seaside Park
Borough Hall, unless otherwise noted.

June 1. Meister’s Saltwater Fishing Club. Meetings
begin at 7:30 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month at

Clixies Restaurant at 529 Goffle Road,Wyckoff, NJ. Contact
Vinny Izzo at 973-546-7953.

June 2. Manasquan Fishing Club. Meets first Friday
of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the Manasquan Women’s Club,
62 Main Street in Manasquan.

TOURNAMENTS & EVENTS
May 19. Fishermen’s Conservation Association

Manhattan Cup. Sign-in at 11 a.m. at Chelsea Brewing
Company, Pier 59 in New York, fish from 1-7:30 p.m. Call
Capt. Frank at 718-317-1481.

May 20. Leonardo Striped Bass Tournament.
Presented by Leonardo Party And Pleasure Boatman’s
Association at Leonardo State Marina. With $9,000 in cash
prizes (1st to 4th place) for the total weight of two fish
($100 per boat). Mandatory captain’s meeting May 19 at 6:30
p.m. Contact Bob 732-741-8935 or Ron 732-446-8246.

May 20. The 8th Annual Fishlanders Surf Fishing
Tournament. Open to teams and individuals in Brigantine.
Contact George Foreman: 856-228-3725, saltyhook@juno.net

May 20-21. Riverfront Boat Sales NorthCoast
Boats Open House. From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 281
Princeton Ave. in Brick (732-714-0033) and Black Harbor
Boat Sales, 2 Second Ave in Cape May (609-884-0052).

May 20. 1st Annual Ducks Unlimited Striper
Shootout. Sponsored by Sun Harbor Bay Club and L & H
Woods And Water. Call 609-242-1812 or 609-971-5845.

May 20-21. Bay Point & Toadfish Spring Striper
Tournament. Captains meeting May 18 at Cedarville Fire
Hall ($125 per boat). Presented by Bay Point Marina and
Toadfish Bat and Tackle.

May 26-28. Lou Figurelli Striped bass Tournament.
Captains meeting May 26 at Michael’s Bait and Tackle (7 p.m.)
Fee of $100 per boat, $1,800 in payouts. Call 718-984-9733.

May 27. Annual Kid’s Fishing Derby. Presented by
Falls Township Parks and Recreation at Levittown Lake from
7-11 a.m. Free for kids 5-16. Call 215-949-9000, x221.

calendar of events
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